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A Modern Mermaid  by Elizabeth Ash

Blue raspberry taste of brain freeze

left on my tongue,

I jump

pencil-style, it’s worth more points than cannonballs

(Lucy the lifeguard’s judging,

and she’s anti-splash).

Today the chlorine tastes like
buttered popcorn

and burns,

nose aching I emerge

Roll over lane lines until

my ragged pink nails graze the bottom.

Lucy waves, eight of ten,

I need to point my toes.



Look to the Stars
Kate Pixley

Look up at the stars and dream.
Just look at the sky and think.

It’s all changing, per diem.
But the past is the past, with indelible ink.
Look up at the stars and think,
think of the stars, the tiny gleams.

The universe has ever-changing seams
Perhaps they grow, maybe they shrink.
Think of the stars, the tiny gleams.

Things are more complex than they seem.
Everything is affected, everything interlinks.
Look up at the stars and dream.

Maybe we’re all part of a cosmic scheme--
Maybe we’re all in sync.
Think of the stars, the tiny gleams.

An Eden to them, to us a beam



of light. Perhaps life is just a chink.
Look up at the stars and dream.
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